Hybrids in Botany: Some Exist, Many Do Not

Since species concept is difficult, it is not surprising that hybrids are even more difficult.

Variation within and between species is difficult for beginners to understand, due to the huge range within some species and the very small range between some species.

Plants different from animals, due to absence of sex chromosome.

Review formation of species.

Review forms of hybridization, and define terms.

Point out species that result from hybridization, like stephanomeria diegensis?

Examples of true hybrids: salvia apiana and mellifera.

Other examples.

Hybrid is often just a code word for “I don’t understand this plant; it seems to be intermediate”.

Examples where a supposed hybrid simply fell within the true range of the species:  

amelanchior in munz in SGM.

Prickly pears (vaseyi)

Examples of “difficult groups” and hybridization:

Gilia: breviculus could be considered a hybrid, since it doesn’t fit the floras well, but it is not.  The floras are simply wrong.

Manzanitas.

Scrub oaks.

